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Amendments to the Claims! 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Original) A system for extending unattended control capabilities for a video receiver 
comprising: 

a shell for executing scripts controlling demodulation of broadcast programming; and 
a memory containing at least one script including a sequence of commands for 
demodulating selected broadcast programming, wherein the at least one script is executable by 
the shell to select broadcast programming for demodulation from among one or more 
concurrently airing programs each matching at least one of a plurality of user-specified 
descriptive criteria, wherein said at least one script employs associated previously-defined user 
priorities or conditions to select between conflicting matches or routing options. 

2. (Currently amended) The system as set forth in Claim 1 wherein the at least one script 
ideritifieS the one or more concurrently airinp programs se lected broadcast programming by 
searching a program guide received with bro adcast prog rams from an exte rnal source. wWin 
the program guide describes propram c onte nt of th e broadest p raams and i* P Pri,vK,.»iK, 
updated via s ubsequent reception of broadcast prog rams it nnn n f. 

o no o r m nr o chann e l, m which the s e lect e d broadcast prog ui mm in g is t u be uiuu d uirf 
and one or moro time periods d uring which ft* selected bread r t p rnpnmmii ig L tu be 
broadca st^ 

a title of the selected broadcaot programming; and 
keywords describing the selected broadcast programming, 

3. (Currently amended) The system as set forth in Claim 1 wherein the shell is an interactive 
program employed to create and run the at least one scrip t t he nt le ast nnr -„ exeeate d 
by the shell, controls operation o f tho video rcc u v n r t o caus e a ^qn n n r n n f p regr ama b fe adeas t 
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d uring separate contiguous time periods nn di m ehame^ t e be * m ndnlntcd and di s pl aye d 

by th e video rccoivcr . 

4. (Currently amended) The system as set forth in Claim 1 wherein the at least one script, 
when executed by the shell, controls operation of the video receiver to cause the solved 
br0adcaSt ° f commercials for a particular p roduct pfe^mming to be demodulated and 
transmitted to a recording device. 

5. (Currently amended) The system as set forth in Claim f[4]] 1 wherein the at least one 
script, when executed by the shell, controls ojgratign gf the video rer^r to cans. hr^rZ 
only of commercials that provide sales information p ri vate data alon P with broadcast program 
content, wh nro in t he a t l ea st em ju ipt, pri o r to Baasiftg th e se 4e e ted b ru ad uic t programming to 
be demodulated and trannmitt c d t o u r eco rding deviee, e he eks for p iL n U UB demodulation and 
tr a nsmission of tb n elected b r oad e st programming te t he r ec ordin g d u v ir n, wherein cAL uili u ii 
of the at least o i m - cript is t u mina tn d if the selected b r oadcast p io g i amming w a s p tt yi u u^ 
d e modulated and transmitted to the recording dev i ce. 

6. (Original) The system as set forth in Claim 1 wherein the at least one script is received by 
the video receiver together with a broadcast programming stream including the selected 
broadcast programming. 

7. (Original) The system as set forth in Claim 1 wherein the at least one script is received by 
the video receiver from an external source separate from a broadcast programming stream 
including the selected broadcast programming. 

8. (Currently amended) A video receiver comprising: 

an input that receives for r e ceiving broadcast programming; and 

a scripting system that extend s for extending unattended control capabilities for the video 
receiver, the scripting system comprising: 

a shell , including 

a script mana g er that cre a t es executable for e x e cuting scripts that control 
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controlling demodulation of broadcast programming; and 

a script executor that executes th e created executable scrip ts; and 

a memory that stores eefitamwg scripts created hy the shel] at lrrnt nnr smpt 
w indin g n no qu e nc c uf miui n nnfl i for dem o dulat i ng sel e cted b iu ad cn at programming , 
wherein the shell executes at least one stored script and wherein the executing script » 
ex e n.hhln b y th e sheti lu ..L et scIects_broadcast programming for demodulation from 
among one or more concurrently airing programs each matching at least one of a plurality 
of user-specified descriptive criteria, wherein said at least one script employs associated 
previously-defined user priorities or conditions to select between conflicting matches or 
routing options. 

9. (Currently amended) The video receiver as set forth in Claim 8 wherein the at least one 
script identifies the selected broadcast programming from by one of: 

nn o o r m o re chann el, un ^hi rh the selected b ma dooflt p io g L omm in g in to be b m ad caot 
and one or more time per i ods during wh i ch th o selected broadcast r iin g rn mming L tu be 
broadcas t^ 

a title of tho selected broadcast programming; and 

kcy ' vord0 descriptive criteria in a description of d e scribing the selected broadcast 
programming from a program guid e t h a t , is r ec ei ved alonp with th e broads Brogramming and 
stored in the memory . 

1 0. (Original) The video receiver as set forth in Claim 8 wherein the at least one script, when 
executed by the shell, controls operation of the video receiver to cause a sequence of programs 
broadcast during separate contiguous time periods on different channels to be demodulated and 
displayed by the video receiver. 

1 1 . (Original) The video receiver as set forth in Claim 8 wherein the at least one script, when 
executed by the shell, controls operation of the video receiver to cause the selected broadcast 
programming to be demodulated and transmitted to a recording device. 
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12. (Original) The video receiver as set forth in Claim 1 1 wherein the at least one script, prior 
to causing the selected broadcast programming to be demodulated and transmitted to a recording 
device, checks for previous demodulation and transmission of the selected broadcast 
programming to the recording device, wherei n execution of the at least one script is terminated if 
the selected broadcast programming was previously demodulated and transmitted to the 
recording device. 

13. (Original) The video receiver as set forth in Claim 8 wherein the at least one script is 
received by the video receiver via the input together with a broadcast programming stream 
including the selected broadcast programming. 

14. (Original) The video receiver as set forth in Claim 8 wherein the at least one script is 
received by the video receiver from an external source separate from a broadcast programming 
stream including the selected broadcast programming. 

15. (Currently amended) A method for extending unattended control capabilities for a video 
receiver comprising: 

using an interactive program of the video receiver that creates and e^cutcs scrip ts 
executing, using a ohell within the video receiver, to execute a scrip t that selects a broadcast 
program to demodulate scripts controlling ckmnrinhtinn &fWdeast programming; and 

storing, within a memory in the virion reeeiver it nnn ,. rri p t ^ H u H ing a r c quun u- u f 
commando for demodulating selected broadcast programming , wherein the at least one script is 
executed executable by the shell to select broadcast programming for demodulation from among 
one or more concurrently airing programs each matching at least one of a plurality of user- 
specified descriptive criteria, wherein said at least one script employs associated previously- 
defined user priorities or conditions to select between conflicting matches or routing options. 

1 6. (Original) The method as set forth in Clai m 1 5 further comprising: 

identifying the selected broadcast programming within the at least one script by one of: 

one or more channels on which the selected broadcast programming is to be 
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broadcast and one or more time periods during which the selected broadcast 
programming is to be broadcast; 

a title of the selected broadcast programming; and 

keywords describing the selected broadcast programming. 

1 7. (Original) The method as set forth in Claim 1 5 further comprising: 

executing the at least one script utilizing the shell to control operation of the video 
receiver and cause a sequence of programs broadcast during separate contiguous time periods on 
different channels to be demodulated and displayed by the video receiver. 

1 8. (Original) The method as set forth in Claim 1 5 further comprising: 

executing the at least one script utilizing the shell to control operation of the video 
receiver and cause the selected broadcast programming to be demodulated and transmitted to a 
recording device. 

1 9. (Original) The method as set forth in Claim 1 8 further comprising: 

prior to causing the selected broadcast programming to be demodulated and transmitted 
to a recording device, checking for previous demodulation and transmission of the selected 
broadcast programming to the recording device, wherein execution of the at least one script is 
terminated if the selected broadcast programming was previously demodulated and transmitted 
to the recording device. 

20. (Original) The method as set forth in Claim 1 5 further comprising: 

receiving the at least one script at an input to the video receiver together will! a broadcast 
programming stream including the selected broadcast programming. 

2 1 . (Original) The method as set forth in Claim 1 5 further comprising: 

receiving the at least one script at an input to the video receiver from an external source 
separate from a broadcast programming stream including the selected broadcast programming. 

22. (Previously presented) A datastream stored on computer readable medium for use with a 
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video receiver wherein the datastream includes one or more computer readable fields for a 
broadcast programming stream including selected broadcast programming and at least one script 
including a sequence of commands for causing the video receiver to demodulate the selected 
broadcast programming for display or recording, wherein the at least one script is executable by 
a shell running within the video receiver. 

23. (Previously presented) The system as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the shell executes the 
script that is stored in the memory when a user manually initiates execution of the script by 
selecting a script execute option. 

24. (Previously presented) The system as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the shell automatically 
periodically executes the script to check future programming. 

25. (Currently amended) The system as set forth in claim 1, wherein the executing script 
selects the broadcast programming based on an identity of a viewe r, wherein the identity of th. 
viewer is a condition to automatically choose c ontent approp ri ate for the viewer 

26. (Previously presented) The video receiver as set forth in Claim 8, wherein the scripting 
system further includes a script manager that schedules the script for execution. 

27. (Previously presented) The video receiver as set forth in Claim 1 1, wherein the script 
includes instructions for selectively skipping commercials while recording the selected broadcast 
programming. 

28. (Previously presented) The video receiver as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the script ranks 
alternative programs for display or recording by automatically extrapolating from a viewing 
history of the subscriber's recently viewed programs. 

29. (Previously presented) The method as set forth in Claim 15, further including using the 
executing script for controlling tradeoffs between recording time, picture quality, and available 
storage space. 

30. (Currently amended) The method as set forth in Claim 1 5, wherein the executing script 
automatically records a program designated to be displayed instead of displaying the program 
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when the user is concurrently viewing a different program. 

3 1 . (Previously presented) The datastream as set forth in claim 22, wherein the shell enters an 
idle state when a script end time is reached and remains in the idle state until another script is 
selected for execution. 
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